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On May 3, 2023, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) and Agriculture, Agri-Food Canada 

(AAFC) published updated regulatory guidelines supporting the introduction of gene-edited seeds into 

the Canadian market. 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

Updated guidance for seed regulations supportive of gene-edited products 

 

On May 3, 2023, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) and Agriculture, Agri-Food 

Canada (AAFC) announced the publication of updated regulatory guidelines supportive of the 

introduction of gene-edited products in the Canadian market.  

 

The guidelines clarify that any plant that releases seed into the environment is subject to pre-

market clearance under Part V of the Seeds Regulations only when: the plant contains foreign 

DNA; the plant has a new commercially-viable herbicide tolerance trait; or, the plant is of a new 

crop species or is intended for new uses in Canada. 

 

The guidelines are being praised by agricultural associations for clarifying existing requirements 

for plant breeders and other stakeholders, creating a predictable and science-based regulatory 

system that appears to support investment and innovation in Canada. The guidelines are also 

supportive of farmer access to improved crops, such as crops that are more resistant to drought, 

extreme temperatures, and plant pests, for example.  

 

Canada’s regulations on biotechnology have received pushback from the organic sector. In 

response, the CFIA and AAFC state in their press release that “to help maintain the integrity of 

organic certifications, which allow the use of conventional seed but not gene edited seed” it is 

creating a Government-Industry Steering Committee on Plant Breeding Innovations 

Transparency to facilitate ongoing discussions. In addition, it will oversee the expansion of the 

private sector-led Canadian Variety Transparency Database. The database was created by a 

private association, Seeds Canada, and will be overseen by government authorities to “ensure its 

completeness and robustness,” states the news release. 

 

The new guidelines were informed by a public consultation held between May and September 

2021, in addition to other consultations. A supplementary rationale with more information is 

available. 

 

The guidelines are not required to go through a formal Canada Gazette process because they 

constitute an interpretation of Canada’s Seeds Regulations are not regulation in themselves.  

 

 

Next steps for regulatory guidance related to new plant varieties 

 

This is the second of three updated guidance documents to be released by respective agencies of 

the federal government to help plant breeders and other stakeholders determine whether a plant is 

subject to pre-market clearance. 

 

The first updated guidance, Guidelines for the Safety Assessment of Novel Foods, was published 

by Health Canada in May 2022 to help industry comply with the Division 28 of Part B of the 

Food and Drug Regulations. It clarified characteristics of plants that determine pre-market 

notification and assessment as novel foods. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/agriculture-agri-food/news/2023/05/the-government-of-canada-moves-forward-with-plant-breeding-innovation-while-upholding-the-integrity-of-the-organic-sector.html
https://mcas-proxyweb.mcas.ms/certificate-checker?login=false&originalUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com.mcas.ms%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Finspection.canada.ca%252Feng%252F1304466419931%252F1304466812439%26data%3D05%257C01%257CDanielsonEL%2540state.gov%257C9bca2ea731d14387cdbf08db4c08a051%257C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%257C0%257C0%257C638187372154797753%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000%257C%257C%257C%26sdata%3DvyZ5CB91PKeQxEgzEFFATv3qmtwrHrPIatpKhGRT3tA%253D%26reserved%3D0%26McasTsid%3D20893&McasCSRF=69b1082a375eb73140f2bbd95f0a10f87c0f10fa24af260221924df6bcef3aaa
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._1400/page-13.html
https://seeds-canada.ca/en/seed-resources/transparency-database/
https://seeds-canada.ca/en/seed-resources/transparency-database/
https://mcas-proxyweb.mcas.ms/certificate-checker?login=false&originalUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com.mcas.ms%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Finspection.canada.ca%252Feng%252F1619740964754%252F1619741042405%26data%3D05%257C01%257CDanielsonEL%2540state.gov%257C9bca2ea731d14387cdbf08db4c08a051%257C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%257C0%257C0%257C638187372154797753%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000%257C%257C%257C%26sdata%3DXqx%252FMQV0CtTe7MKcDua97udbh8E4IrZwfy5nNRbh6%252BM%253D%26reserved%3D0%26McasTsid%3D20893&McasCSRF=69b1082a375eb73140f2bbd95f0a10f87c0f10fa24af260221924df6bcef3aaa
https://mcas-proxyweb.mcas.ms/certificate-checker?login=false&originalUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fgcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com.mcas.ms%2F%3Furl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Finspection.canada.ca%252Feng%252F1682425597052%252F1682425597973%26data%3D05%257C01%257CDanielsonEL%2540state.gov%257C9bca2ea731d14387cdbf08db4c08a051%257C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%257C0%257C0%257C638187372154797753%257CUnknown%257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%253D%257C3000%257C%257C%257C%26sdata%3DASh7SRiXVDmlg8otiv2th%252FK5iOas3%252B3fvrEl9NpudUc%253D%26reserved%3D0%26McasTsid%3D20893&McasCSRF=69b1082a375eb73140f2bbd95f0a10f87c0f10fa24af260221924df6bcef3aaa
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/legislation-guidelines/guidance-documents/guidelines-safety-assessment-novel-foods-derived-plants-microorganisms/guidelines-safety-assessment-novel-foods-2006.html
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._870/page-54.html#h-574622
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/C.R.C.,_c._870/page-54.html#h-574622


 
   
   
 

 
 

 

In the final regulatory guidance document to be published, the CFIA is expected to publish 

updated guidelines for the assessment of novel feeds derived from plant sources to help industry 

comply with the Feeds Regulations, 2022.  

 

CFIA has not yet consulted on this piece, but industry contacts expect to see consultation begin 

very soon, with final guidance to follow. 
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https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2021/2021-06-12/html/reg1-eng.html

